TOURO COLLEGE &
UNIVERSITY SYSTEM

Touro Scholar

Graduate School of Education Books Graduate School of Education

2003

Sikh Immigrant Students: Navigating Dual Cultures in
Metropolitan New York

Bindu Chawla
Touro College, bindu.chawla@touro.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://touroscholar.touro.edu/gse_books

b Part of the Sociology of Culture Commons

Recommended Citation

Chawla, B. (2003). Sikh Immigrant Students: Navigating Dual Cultures in Metropolitan New York. Retrieved
from https://touroscholar.touro.edu/gse_books/1

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Graduate School of Education at Touro Scholar. It has
been accepted for inclusion in Graduate School of Education Books by an authorized administrator of Touro
Scholar. For more information, please contact touro.scholar@touro.edu.


https://touroscholar.touro.edu/
https://touroscholar.touro.edu/
https://touroscholar.touro.edu/
https://touroscholar.touro.edu/gse_books
https://touroscholar.touro.edu/gse
https://touroscholar.touro.edu/gse_books?utm_source=touroscholar.touro.edu%2Fgse_books%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/431?utm_source=touroscholar.touro.edu%2Fgse_books%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://touroscholar.touro.edu/gse_books/1?utm_source=touroscholar.touro.edu%2Fgse_books%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:touro.scholar@touro.edu

SIKH IMMIGRANT STUDENTS:

NAVIGATING
DUAL CULTURES

[N METROPOLITAN NEW YORK

BINDU CHAWLA



SIKH IMMIGRANT
STUDENTS:

Navigating dual cultures in
Metropolitan New York
TOURO COLLEGE LIBRARY
Bay Shore

Bindu Chawla

ATHENA PRESS
LONDON



In memory of my parents, Vimla and Sikander

Contents

Chapter 1: INTRODUCTION

Immigrant Population in the United States 11
Immigrant Students in American Education 15
The Present Study 16
Chapter 2: REVIEW OF RESEARCH
LITERATURE

Historical Development of Sikh Culture in India 21
Historical Overview of Sikh Immigration

to the United States 28
The Present Study 32
Chapter 3: METHODOLOGY
Setting 37
Participants 38
Interview Protocols C 39
Data Collection 40
Data Analysis
Transcription 42
Analysis 42
Limitations of the Study 44
Chapter 4: RESULTS
Jasleen
Popular culture and media literacy 50

Expectations from parents about school 52



Family versus friends 54 Future Research 104

Independence and decision-making 56 Implications for Education "
Balli
REFE
Popular culture and media literacy 59 5 R_ENCES 107
Expectations from parents about school 60 ppendix A:_ IN ITIAL INTERVIEW PROTOCOL
Family versus friends 61 Engl.lsh. Ver31.on 115
Independence and decision-making 63 .Pun_]abl Uetsion 118
Teji (Tejinder) Appendix B: OUTLINE FOR INTERVIEW
o PROTOCOL
Popular culture and media literacy 66 5, Sy
Expectations from parents about school 68 Png.lsb' Ver51.on 120
Family versus friends 69 A di uga Lversion 123
Independence and decision-making 71 ppendix C: INTERVIEW PROTOCOL BASED ON
THREE SCENARIOS
Ansana . .
o English Version 126
Popular culture and media literacy 73 A .
_ Punjabi Version 128
Expectations from parents about school 75 i
Family versus friends 76 Appendix D: SAMPLE TRANSCRIPTION OF AN
y ) i " INTERVIEW
Independence and decision-making 78 English Version 130

Group Interview with Sukhi, Sheru, Harmeen, Rajani,
Preet, and Sarah

Popular culture and media literacy 81
Expectations from parents about school 84
Family versus friends 88
Independence and decision-making 90
Chapter 5:  CONCLUSIONS
Summary of Findings
Relation to a larger research context 9
Popular culture and media literacy 99
Expectations from parents about school 101
Family versus friends 102

Independence and decision-making 103



List of Tables and Maps

Figure 1.1: United States Census for 1990 and 2000,

by Race 12
Figure 1.2:New York State Census for 1990 and 2000,

by Race 14
Figure 2.1: The Partition of Punjab in 1947 24

Figure 2.2: Indian Punjab after 1966 27



Clear, to the point and enhanced by a historical
background to the Sikh religion, statistical information,
and a carefully stated methology, Bindu Chawla's thesis is
both unfailingly informative and encouragingly human.

Her purpose is to shed light on the processes Sikh students
go through in American High Schools: their aims, their
values, their search for independence and their bicultural
dilemma in a country their parents regard as brimming
with opportunities for them.

This she does through a series of tactfully designed
interviews with students in the New York metropolitan
area—male and female, single and in groups. As a Punjabi
speaker, she easily gains the sympathy of—and our
sympathy for—her interviewees.

Their expectations, sense of purpose and sense of self are
all brought to light in a rewarding document that can only
add to educational/sociological scholarship in this
important area.
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