
Touro Scholar Touro Scholar 

Touro College Libraries Publications and 
Research Touro College Libraries 

2018 

Book Review: Creatively Undecided: Toward a History and Book Review: Creatively Undecided: Toward a History and 

Philosophy of Scientific Agency Philosophy of Scientific Agency 

David B. Levy 
Touro College, david.levy@touro.edu 

Author(s) ORCID Identifier: 
Levy, D. B. (2018). [Review of the book Creatively undecided: Toward a history and philosophy of 
scientific agency, by M. Fisch]. Choice Reviews, 55(12) [Article 55-4313]. 

Follow this and additional works at: https://touroscholar.touro.edu/tcl_pubs 

 Part of the Philosophy of Science Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Levy, D. B. (2018). Book Review: Creatively Undecided: Toward a History and Philosophy of Scientific 
Agency. Choice Reviews, 55 (12), [Article 55-4313]. https://doi.org/10.5860/CHOICE.209186 

This Book Review is brought to you for free and open access by the Touro College Libraries at Touro Scholar. It has 
been accepted for inclusion in Touro College Libraries Publications and Research by an authorized administrator of 
Touro Scholar. For more information, please contact touro.scholar@touro.edu. 

https://touroscholar.touro.edu/
https://touroscholar.touro.edu/
https://touroscholar.touro.edu/
https://touroscholar.touro.edu/tcl_pubs
https://touroscholar.touro.edu/tcl_pubs
https://touroscholar.touro.edu/tcl
https://touroscholar.touro.edu/tcl_pubs?utm_source=touroscholar.touro.edu%2Ftcl_pubs%2F66&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/536?utm_source=touroscholar.touro.edu%2Ftcl_pubs%2F66&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://doi.org/10.5860/CHOICE.209186
mailto:touro.scholar@touro.edu


Choice Reviews | Review

 Chicago, ĊĈĉď

Ċđčp bibl index, đďĐĈĊĊĎčĉČčĉĊ $ĉĉĊ.ĈĈ, đďĐĈĊĊĎčĉČčĉĊ $ċď.čĈ, đďĐĈĊĊĎčĉČĎčđ $ċď.čĈ

LC Call Number: ĉďč

Creatively undecided : toward a history and philosophy of scientiĄc agency
(/review/ĉĈ.čĐĎĈ/CHOICE.ĊĈđĉĐĎ)

This volume raises essential epistemological questions in a text poised to make a lasting contribution to the scholarly community. Fisch (Univ. of Tel

Aviv, Israel) develops the opposing insights of philosophers Karl Popper (Conjectures and Refutations: The Growth of ScientiĄc Knowledge, ĉđĎċ) and

Thomas Kuhn (The Structure of ScientiĄc Revolutions, ĉđĎĊ). Fisch probes the question of how scientiĄc theories change to develop a more complete

theory of science as a rational endeavor. Ultimately, Fisch follows more in the footsteps of Kuhn, grounding his analysis on the understanding that in

philosophy, questioning is the piety of thought. In considering how scientiĄc theories evolve, Fisch further asks such questions as these: What is the

role of ambiguity and indecision in this change process? How does the praxis of science depend on scientiĄc frameworks? How can one decide when

and how to reasonably replace one theory with another? How can a scientist be persuaded to accept a new paradigm? What role does outside criticism

play in the process of perspective shifts leading to transformative self-criticism? Overall, this is a remarkable book on critical thinking and the

philosophy and history of science.

Summing Up: Highly recommended. Upper-division undergraduates through faculty.
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