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Focus on School Psychology

The Program

he Master of Science in
School Psychology Program
at Touro College consists of
60 semester hours of
required courses, including a 600-
hour internship. The comprehensive
course of study includes general

education, special education, assess-

ment, diagnosis, counseling, and
consultation. Successful candidates
for the Master of Science in School
Psychology will have met the eligi-
bility requirements to apply for New
York State certification in school
psychology. With an enrollment of
100 students, Touro College’s
School Psychology Program is one
of the largest in New York State.

An Interview with the
Program Director

ecently, I spent some time

with Dr. Mel Imas, Chair of

the School Psychology

Program, in his administra-
tive office. We spoke on a number of
topics affecting the position of
school psychologist at a time when
New York school systems — includ-
ing the New York City Department of
Education — are facing the chal-
lenges of increasing violence, high
dropout rates, questionable social
promotional policies, poor student
academic performance, less experi-
enced teachers and administrators,
and larger numbers of working par-
ents, all factors that result in more
vulnerable children.

Dr. Mel Imas

Q. What is the changing

role of the school

psychologist in the

New York City schools?
A. The scope of responsibili-

(Continued on page 2)
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ties for school psychologists is
increasing all over New York State,
and even more so in New York City.
The New York City Department of
Education has, as of June 2003,
eliminated the position of educa-
tional evaluator and transferred all
responsibilities of that job to the
school psychologist. This decision
has suddenly doubled the workload
of the New York City school psy-
chologist. At the same time, the
City has unfortunately not deemed
it necessary to add any additional
school psychologists. As a result,
many at-risk students receive less
educational and psychological
Support services.

Q. How is the Master

of Science in School
Psychology at Touro
College preparing its
students for the demands
of working as a School
Psychologist in the

New York schools?

A. Qur program of study is
based on the latest research. Areas
of study include cognitive, neu-
ropsychological, social-emotional,
and behavioral assessments, pre-
ventative and intervention strate-
gies; counseling in multicultural
contexts; as well as working with
families of children with special
needs, just to name a few. We are
also expanding to include a course
in therapeutic interventions — such
as dealing with crisis intervention,
terrorism, and childhood suicide.
Another revised course explores
brain function and behavior.

All our students are assigned an

Dr. Imas with his assistant Steven Mantz

advisor who assists in developing
a program of study that is most
appropriate for them in meeting
the program requirements. A 600-
hour internship is required that
offers our students the opportunity
to apply what they have learned to
real-life situations.

Q. What can you tell
the Education Chronicle
about the program’s
faculty?

A. A major strength of our
program continues to be our full-
time and adjunct faculties that are
comprised of experienced school
psychologists and school psychol-
ogy supervisors. The professors
bring to their classrooms invalu-
able practical experiences based
on real-life situations. They are
child advocates who stand up for
children’s rights in the course of
their daily duties, and encourage
our students to appreciate the
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importance of being child advo-
cates as school psychologists. In
addition, we have faculty members
who are specialists in early inter-
vention, assessment, and social
skills development. One of our
newest faculty members is an
expert in neuropsychology and
psychopharmacology and is also
certified in physical assessment.

In essence, each of our faculty
members is willing to help in what-
ever way is needed. Our graduate
students receive a great deal of
individual attention, which is
specifically built into our program
to serve as role-model behavior
for them to replicate when they
work professionally. We try to have
an office that can be a resource for
addition, the
School Psychology Program is

each student. In

most fortunate to have the invalu-
able services and computer expert-
ise of Mr. Steven Mantz.




New Faculty Investigates Current Issues

and Trends in School Psychology

The School Psychology Program
is expanding. Margaret B. Alvarez,
Psy.D., and Janet Kilian, Psy.D.,
have joined the School Psychology
faculty bringing to it their expertise
experiences in the field of school
psychology.

argaret B. Alvarez,

Psy.D., Associate

Professor of Psychology

at Touro College, is a rec-
ognized expert in the field of neu-
ropsychology. The holder of a num-
ber of graduate degrees, Dr. Alvarez
was awarded her doctorate from
the Advanced Clinical/School
Psychology Program at Yeshiva
University’s Ferkauf Graduate
School of Psychology. Dr. Alvarez
recently received a post-doctoral
Master of Science degree in psy-
chopharmacology from Nova
Southeastern University Center for
Psychological Studies. She
continued her post-doctoral studies
in psychopharmacology at Nova
University College of Pharmacy,
where she was awarded a certificate
in physical assessment this past
October..

Dr. Alvarez currently teaches
three courses: Cognitive Assessment
and Intervention Skills, Integrating
Evaluation and Report Writing
Skills, and Biological Foundations
of Learning and Development.
These courses provide an in-depth
analysis of WISC — IV (intelligence
test) and other scales, as well as
educational intervention techniques.
Dr. Alvarez applies the interdiscipli-

nary approach to her courses,
explaining that she tries to integrate
assessment, intervention skills, and
neuropsychological theories into all
of her courses. She suggests that her
students appreciate that approach.
“They (the students) appear to love
learning about the brain and how
assessment can be related to tapping
various areas of brain dysfunction
and disease,” says Dr. Alvarez.

The interdisciplinary approach is
particularly relevant today in light of
the controversial theory of inclu-
sion. Of that policy Dr. Alvarez
notes, “Inclusion has its pluses and
minuses. If done the right way it can

“The students appear to
love learning about the
brain and how assessment
can be related to tapping
various areas of brain
dysfunction and disease.”

be a great benefit to students and the
profession. There will always be a
need for school psychologists to
consult with, and assess students.”
The difference she goes on to say is
that we are “...just moving away
from testing of intelligence per se
and moving more to assessing cog-
nition or processes of how a child
thinks, why, and what strategies can
be used to enhance reasoning
through cognition remediation.” She
concluded her comments by observ-
ing that neuropyschologists know
how to enhance reading ability

through neurobiological approaches
and environmental/instrumental
enrichment. Dr. Alvarez is sharing
that knowledge with her students in
the School Psychology Program.

anet Kilian, Psy.D., will offer a
new course, Therapeutic
Interventions in an Educational
Setting, in the spring 2004
semester. The course, which was
developed by Dr. Kilian, is designed
to help students explore the issues of
trauma, crisis intervention/preven-
tion, and typical and atypical child-
hood development. Dr. Kilian brings
to this course more than 16 years
experience in public and private
practice as a school and clinical
child psychologist. She is the recipi-
ent of numerous grants that fund her
research and prevention programs in
social skills training, and she is the
chairperson of the model New York
State Child Study Team. Her profes-
sional credentials include a doctor-
ate in Advanced Clinical/School
Psychology from the Ferkauf
Graduate School at Yeshiva
University. Dr. Kilian also has grad-
uate degrees from Queens College,
City University of New York; a pro-
fessional certificate in School
Psychology, and a superviso-
ry degree in Educational
Administration and Supervision.
The course Dr. Kilian has
designed explores school-based
interventions that respond to student
needs from an individual, group,
and systemic perspective. The focus

(Continued on page 4)
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will be on group work and social
skills training to assist the many stu-
dents who are experiencing trauma.
Current research indicates that up to
50% of all children are affected by
trauma. Contemporary issues such
as terrorism, war, and student deaths
by violence or suicide will be
addressed along with trauma due to
abuse, loss, and natural disasters.
This course will discuss the resilien-

cy and skills needed by students in
coping with their complex society,
and how school psychologists can
intervene to assist their students
proactively during a crisis and in the
aftermath of traumatic experiences.
Dr. Kilian added, “We (school psy-
chologists) do not typically impact
the entire school system because we
are too involved in work with indi-
viduals, and our expertise is needed
by the whole school community.”
She went on to note that it is
more effective to provide all stu-
dents with prevention strategies
dealing with issues of anger,
aggression, and coping with trau-

matic events in their lives such as
divorce, death, separation and
change than to intervene after the
grieving process or aggressive
behavior syndrome are in motion.
This approach is supported by
research in the field, including a
recent report on children’s mental
health published by the Office of
the United States Surgeon General.
In the report Surgeon General Dr.
David Satcher comments that
“...we need a system in place that
helps us recognize problems early.”
The therapeutic intervention
course was designed for that pur-
pose.

Student Perspective: From Start to Finish

ary Cahir completed
her first semester
in the Master of
Science in School
Psychology Program last
December. Jane Barsukova will
graduate from the program this
June. In an interview conducted
last fall, both women shared their
feelings and thoughts with the
Education Chronicle about the
education they have received at
Touro College from their particu-
lar perspectives.

Mary Cahir
Class of 2006

“My professors move away from
dry academia to coursework that is
alive and practical. You can have a
great theory, but what good is it if it
does not work in reality?”

ary Cahir began her stud-
ies at Touro College last
fall. She earned a
Bachelor of Arts degree
in Psychology from the University
of Sussex in her native England. She
is enthusiastic about the Touro pro-
gram because she says it offers her a
practical approach to understanding
the role and responsibilities of a
school psychologist in New York
City. “Practical” was the term that
filled Mary’s descriptions of each of
her courses.

When speaking of the course
Introduction to School Psychology
Mary expressed gratitude to
Professor Beth Lesen for the thor-
ough exploration she presented of
the role of the school psychologist.
“We were challenged to engage in
critical thinking, a valuable and
practical exercise for the school psy-
chologist,” said Mary. She admitted

Mary Cahir

that she approached Dr. Joel
Straussner’s course Essentials of
Measurement and Evaluations with
some hesitation because testing is
“...the one function of school psy-
chology that I like least.” It was Dr.
Strassner’s practical knowledge of



testing procedures, his ability to
impart to his students the impor-
tance of testing, and his awareness
of the variety of evaluations avail-
able to school psychologists that
made Mary appreciate more the
value and importance of proper test-
ing and evaluation. As she noted, “I
benefited more from this course
than I could have hoped for.” She
went on to praise Dr. Straussner for
providing a realistic picture of the
challenges facing a school psychol-
ogist, including the lack of resources

and time needed to perform one’s
duties effectively. She said the value
in pointing out these problems could
be found in the professor’s sharing
of his own experiences in solving
them. Of Dr. George Cohen and his
course History and Philosophy of
Education and Special Education
Mary commented that his in-depth
understanding of the evolution of
educational theory and practice was
enriched by his obvious love of
learning, which he enthusiastically
shared with the class. Reminding his

students that the human condition
remains largely unchanged, Mary
noted that Dr. Cohen’s observation
is an important one for school psy-
chologists to keep in mind while
performing their duties. “We do not
have to reinvent the wheel to help
children,” she said.

Mary Cahir looks forward to con-
tinue learning, exploring, and devel-
oping her skills as a school psychol-
ogist during her tenure at Touro
College. She plans to graduate in
2006.

Jane Barsukova
Class of 2004

“I loved all my courses. They
have helped me prepare for a
career as a school psychologist
because the professors are all
working school psychologists with
years of experience and knowl-
edge.”

hen Jane Barsukova grad-

uates this June with a

Master of Science degree

in School Psychology
from Touro College it will be her sec-
ond Master’s in that field, having
received a combined Bachelor/Master
of Arts degree from the University of
Moscow in her native Russia. Jane
looks back at her time in the program
and remembers the willingness of the
professors to share their practical
experiences in school and in private
practice with the students “They were
very knowledgeable. Some are super-
visors, and this is very important,”
said Jane. She explained that those
professors who are also supervisors of
school psychologists examined the
process and purpose of tests and
assessment reports from that point-of-
view. “They are the ones who review

Jane Barsukova

other school psychologists’ reports,”
noted Jane. “They have to check for
accuracy and make sure the reports
are properly prepared so that the chil-
dren will get the best services they
need.” She continued, “They (supervi-
sors) point out the strengths and weak-
nesses of some reports so that we can
learn how to prepare them when we
are working in the schools.”
Supervisors of school psychologists
also deal with parents at a different
level from other school staff. This is an
invaluable perspective commented
Jane. “It is important that as a school
psychologist I know how to relate to
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parents and how to talk to them.” As a
parent herself of a school-age child,
Jane knows the importance of positive
communication between the school
and home. She appreciates that her
education in the School Psychology
Program has prepared her for this vital
aspect of school psychology.

Jane was particularly appreciative
of what she referred to as “the gen-
erosity of the program.” She
explained that the cognitive assess-
ment and intervention courses at
Touro are some of the most current
in the city. “We have the WISC-IV
assessment tool already. I believe we
are the first ones to use them.
Friends of mine at other schools say
they are still using the WISC-IIL,”
advised Jane proudly. “And they tell
me that they have to share one tool
for the whole class. Thanks to Dr.
Imas we have a number of WISC-IV
tools in our class, so we get practical
experience in how to use them.”
Jane recalled a particularly valu-
able assignment from Dr. Imas’
Introduction to Psychology course.
“I had to shadow a school psycholo-
gist, you know, ‘A Day in the Life of
a School Psychologist.’” This was

very important to me because it
(Continued on page 6)
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Continued from page 5

helped me understand first-hand
what you are supposed to do as a
school psychologist,” she observed.

Jane speaks English and Russian
fluently. She appreciates this skill
because she plans to use her bilin-
gual talents as a school psycholo-
gist. Referring to bilingual school
psychology as a “hot topic,” Jane is

anxious to assist families where
Russian is the language spoken at
home. Drawing from her own expe-
rience, Jane reflected on how diffi-
cult it was when her son’s school
would send home information in
English only. She remembered: “We
did not understand what the letters
were saying. Parents who do not
speak English well or at all need to
know that they can communicate

with someone in their child’s
school.” Relating those experiences
to school psychology, Jane
observed, “This is especially impor-
tant when a child is having difficul-
ty with academics or adjusting
socially. It makes a difference.”

After she graduates in June 2004,
Jane Barsukova hopes to make a dif-
ference in the lives of children and
families.

What is a School Psychologist?

“The job of the school psycholo-
gist is to make the invisible visi-
ble. You can not properly help
children unless you understand
the underlying reasons for their
learning disability, emotional dif-
ficulty, and/or inappropriate
behavior. Gathering information,
school psychologists often get to
the root causes of difficulties, so
that effective interventions can be
put in place.”
Dr. Mel Imas

ccording to Psychology

in the New Millennium,

by Spenser A. Rathus,

(Harcourt College
Publishers, 2002), school psy-
chologists are “employed by
school systems to identify and
assist students who have problems
that interfere with learning. Such
problems range from social and
family problems to emotional dis-
turbances and learning disorders.
(School psychologists) help
schools make decisions about the
placement of students in special
classes.” It is not easy to compart-
mentalize the many services a

school psychologist provides to
students and schools. The classic
booklet, Introducing Your School
Psychologist, (Bete and
Company), successfully identifies
six broad areas of responsibility
that are as applicable today as they
were almost 20 years ago, when
the booklet was first published.
The areas are: -consultation,
assessment, direct intervention,
education and training programs,
program evaluation, and research.

Consultation

Services under consultation
include meeting with parents,
teachers, administrators, and other
school personnel to determine the
most effective means of helping
students; exploring ways to
improve the teaching and learning
environment of the classroom or
home; discovering procedures to
improve working relations among
teachers, parents, and school
administrators; and recommending
special academic programs such as
accelerated or remedial classes.

Assessment
School psychologists observe

students in the classroom, inter-
view the students, and test them to
check for academic achievement,
learning aptitudes, social skills,
self-help skills, physical and
motor development, and personal-
ity and emotional development.

Direct Intervention

School psychologists are called
upon to work directly with stu-
dents and their families in an
attempt to identify and resolve
issues affecting learning, behav-
ior, and social development.
Counseling, behavior manage-
ment, and behavior modification
are three of many approaches used
by the school psychologist to
address these issues.

Education and
Training Programs
Some examples of education and
training programs provided by
school psychologists include pro-
grams for parents on substance
abuse, self-esteem, parenting skills,
and school-based professional
development activities on human
relations for teachers, administra-
tors, and other school personnel.




Program Evaluation

School psychologists may be
asked to use their background in
psychology and education to eval-
uate the effectiveness of certain
academic programs. They may
also help create, develop, and
implement new programs such as
coping with divorce, teenage preg-
nancy, suicide prevention, and
grief management.

Research

School psychologists may con-
duct research or review research by
others in the field, to learn more
about student learning, teaching
methods, and parenting skills.

Introducing Your School
Psychologist notes further that the
school psychologist often serves
as the link between schools
and community-based organiza-
tions/government agencies. Some
school psychologists work for
mental health clinics or youth
service programs.

Tom Kulaga, President of the
National Council of School
Psychologists (NCSP), has provid-
ed a number of “typical” daily
events in the life of a school psy-
chologist (NY School Psychologist,
2003). They include:

» Walking a young student to her

classroom while an anxious
mom waits for you in the office,
worrying why her daughter did-
n’t want to go to school today.

* Administering special tests to
determine weaknesses that
might interfere with learning

* Giving a little boy some
anti-bullying tips

* Providing an in-service work-
shop for teachers on effective
interventions

« Assessing a student who has
been thinking about suicide

* Teaching a parenting class

» Helping to develop an effective
anti-violence program

CHEF: The Touro College
Children’s Health Education

Foundation Formed to Treat and
Prevent Childhood Obesity

uro College has taken a major
step in the treatment and pre-
vention and of childhood obesi-
ty. The Children’s Health
Education Foundation (CHEF) is a
not-for-profit unit of the School of
Education and Psychology Graduate
Division. Under the stewardship of
Dean Anthony J. Polemeni, Touro
College is emerging as a leader in
reducing this national health epidemic
and helping generations of youngsters
gain healthy futures.

The Children’s Health Education
Foundation was conceived by Stephen
Phillips an eating disorder practitioner
at the Center for Weight Management

Sciences in New York with many
years of experience in individual and
family counseling, and Robert Laub, a
marketing and public relations expert
whose professional experiences
include serving as Vice President for
Marketing, Franchising, and Public
Relations for the Weight Watchers
International Subsidiary of the H. J.
Heinz Corporation. Professor Laub
also teaches child development in the
Graduate Division’s Programs in
Administration and Supervision. The
diverse backgrounds and distinct per-
spectives of the Foundation’s
founders were invaluable in shaping
its mission, which is to address the
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Robert E. Laub
Director, CHEF

problem of childhood obesity and its
impact on learning through a compre-
hensive three-step program —
Prevention/Education/Certification —
by:

« creating a far-reaching obesity pre-
vention program including educa-
tion, outreach, and public awareness
components.

* educating educators about the bio-
logical, psychological, and social
consequences of obesity as they
relate to performance in school.

* establishing a new health-care
provider certification program
“Certified Bariatric Counselor” in
New York State, which will serve




as a national model.

This past fall, Professor Phillips
conducted a series of workshops on the
prevention and treatment of childhood
obesity for students in the Master of
Science in School Psychology
Program. Workshop topics included
contemporary epidemiology, historical
etiology of obesity, prejudice and dis-
crimination related to obesity, and The
Diet Syndrome — Restrained Eating,
among others. At the conclusion of the
two-session workshops, an Interest
Inventory was distributed. Students
were asked to indicate whether or not
they would be interested in having
more classroom presentations on
childhood obesity; whether they would
like graduate-credit courses on child-
hood obesity; if they were interested in
pursuing certification as a Certified
Bariatric Counselor (CBC); and once
obtaining State certification as a CBC,
would they be interested in counseling
children and their families in the pre-
vention of childhood obesity. Results
of the Inventory were overwhelmingly
positive. Encouraged by the students’
enthusiasm Professor Phillips plans to
offer workshops to students enrolled in
the other programs of the Graduate
Division. He is also busily engaged in
developing courses for a 30-credit pro-

gram of study
that will be

submitted to
the State for
approval next
year. The first
two proposed
courses,
Causes and
Consequences
of Childhood
Obesity, and
Interventions
for Families and Children, are being
developed by Professor Phillips and
Dr. Beth Leson. The courses are
expected to be offered to graduate
students in the fall 2004.

Professor Laub and Professor
Phillips are also bringing CHEF’s mes-
sage to neighboring school districts.
They have already contacted some
Long Island superintendents and will be
addressing teachers and parent organi-
zations in the coming months. “It is
only fitting that Touro College should
take the lead in this effort,” notes
Professor Phillips. “Touro, with differ-
ent local campus sites and a national
presence, has always set the standard for
bringing education and instruction right
into the community. This presence is
important in the fight against childhood

Stephn Phillips
Director of
Education, CHEF

Listening Seminar Opens

Communication Institute

obesity as whole family support is vital
if we are to succeed.”

Other projects in the works by
CHEEF staff include creating a comic
book dedicated to the prevention of
childhood obesity; establishing a
Speakers Bureau that will discuss
with school personnel, parent
groups, and community-based
organizations a variety of topics
including Causes and Consequences
of Childhood Obesity, How Obesity
Influences Learning in Children,
and What's a Family to Do?, just to
mention a few; and developing
Public Service Announcements on
the prevention and treatment of
childhood obesity.

For more information about The
Touro College Children’s Health
Education Foundation, or if you
would like a speaker for your
teacher workshops, PTA meetings,
or other activities, please contact
Professor Robert Laub, Director, at
212-463-0400 ext. 791 or Professor
Stephen Phillips at 212-463-0400
ext. 793, or leave a message at the
CHEF general number 212-463-
0400 ext. 794. If you prefer, you
may log on to our website:
www.tourocollege.edu.

istening — The Invisible Skill is
the first seminar of the newly
created Communication
Institute at Touro College,
beginning in March. The
Communication Institute is the latest
innovative education program devel-
op-ed under the leadership of Dean

Anthony J. Polemeni. According to
Dr. Polemeni, “The Communication
Institute has been established in
response to the needs of profession-
als in education and industry who
wish to upgrade their ability to com-
municate more effectively with their
colleagues.” The Dean continued,
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“Although many colleges offer cours-
es in communication, there is no
place that we know of in the metro-
politan area where professionals can
find short, intensive seminars on a
wide variety of communication top-
ics tailored to their needs in the work-
place. Touro’s Communication



Institute fills that void.”

Hal Wicke, Deputy Chair of the
Speech and Communication
Department of Touro College’s New
York School of Career and Applied
Sciences, will direct the Institute
and teach the first seminar on
Listening. “In every human contact,
the quality and dexterity of the com-
munication affects the outcome,”
noted Professor Wicke.
“Communication is the fabric of our
daily life that determines the success
or failure of every human transac-
tion. These communication semi-
nars are designed to provide bite-

sized pieces of the immensely com-
plex and diverse field of communi-
cation.” Professor Wicke brings
many years of experience in theatre,
opera, and the speech arts to his
new role as director of The
Communication Institute. He has
been an opera and theatre director
and producer, and an arts educator
and administrator. Currently,
Professor Wicke is a communication
teacher, coach, and consultant to
clients in several fields.

Future seminars in preparation
will include a variety of topics such
as Communicating Multicultural

Sensitivity, Communicating
Emotional Intelligence; Non-Verbal
Communication: The Body Doesn't
Lie; Toward a More Powerful Voice;
and Information Presentations:
Getting Your Message Across
Effectively.

For more information about The
Communication Institute and the
first seminar, Listening — The
Invisible Skill, you may contact
Professor Wicke at 212-463-0400
ext. 595; write to him at Touro
College, 43 West 23rd Street, New
York, NY 10010, or via email at
comminst@touro.edu.

Maestros Excelentes Program

Helping Present and Future Teachers:

First cohort successfully completed. Second cohort preparing students for February 14 exams

aestros Excelentes, the
US Department of Labor-
supported professional
training program of the
National Puerto Rican Forum, com-
pleted its first cohort at Touro College
in time for participants to take the
October 18, 2003, LAST and ATSW
exams administered by the New York
State Department of Education.
Prospective teachers must pass the
LAST (Liberal Arts and Sciences Test)
and ATSW (Assessment of Teaching
Skills Written) exams in order to be
eligible for New York State provisional
teacher certification. The passing rate
for the first Maestros Excelentes
cohort at Touro College was not avail-
able at the time the Education
Chronicle went to press reported Ms.
Yvette Santana, Senior Outreach
Counselor for Maestros Excelentes.
The results will be published

in the Spring/Summer issue.

Ms. Santana, a native New Yorker
from the Bronx, who earned both a
bachelor’s degree in history and a mas-
ter’s degree in social science from
SUNY Binghamton, noted that at one
time she considered becoming a New
York City public school teacher. By way
of preparation, she took and passed the
LAST and ATSW exams. This experi-
ence, says Ms. Santana, has given her a
greater understanding of the needs and
concerns of the participants in her pro-
gram. Among her many duties, Ms.
Santana actively recruits participants
for Maestros Excelentes through media
announcements such as Channel 1’s
Community Calendar, newspaper
advertisements, and by visiting local
college and universities in an attempt to
develop new partnerships. She is
pleased to report that when she first vis-
ited Touro College last spring, she was
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enthusiastically greeted by Dean
Anthony J. Polemeni and Dr. Ronald
Lehrer, Chair of the Masters in General
and Special Education Programs. Both
men recognized the importance of the
work of Maestro Excelentes and its rel-
evance to Touro’s students, and offered
their assistance in making the program
part of Touro College. “Having Maestro
Excelentes at Touro is very exciting to
us at the National Puerto Rican Forum,”
says Ms. Santana, “because Manhattan
is a ‘real hot spot’. Our teacher/educa-
tors and program participants are
thrilled to be able to come to this loca-
tion, which is so readily accessible to so
many of our participants.”

The LAST and ATSW examina-
tions consist of 80 multiple-choice
questions and a written essay. Maestros
Execelentes teacher/educators provide
coaching and instruction in preparing
for these exams. Many of the



teacher/educators are practicing New
York City public school teachers. They
are state-certified in their subject area
and possess master’s degrees. Some
teach at the college-level as well.
Writing instructors may or may not be
teachers, but they are all professional
writers. They bring to their coaching
a practical knowledge of the form
and content of effective writing skills.
The backgrounds of the program partic-
ipants are as varied as the population of
the city itself. Some hold degrees in
education, some are Teaching Fellows,
and others are considering teaching for
the first time. Paraprofessionals, student
teachers, and Department of Education
employees also enroll in Maestros
Excelentes, which is free to program
participants. Undergraduates seeking
admission in graduate programs that
require the LAST and ATSW also reg-
ister in Maestros Excelentes.

Ms. Simone Santiago is the Senior
Employment and Certification
Counselor for Maestros Excelentes. In
that capacity she provides participants
with the latest information about certifi-
cation requirements and job opportuni-
ties. For instance, because the New York

City Department of Education is in a hir-
ing freeze for paraprofessionals and
other non-classroom teachers, Ms.
Santiago has successfully sought out
career opportunities for program partici-
pants in local private and parochial
schools. She has also gathered informa-
tion on the New York State Education
Department’s new certification require-
ments, which went into effect on
February 1, 2004. Provisional
Certification and Permanent
Certification will be known as Initial
Certification and Professional
Certification respectively. In addition to
passing the LAST and ATSW exams,
those seeking Initial Certification will be
required to pass the Content Specialty
Test (CST) as well. In anticipation
of this new requirement, Maestros
Excelentes is adding two workshops
on CST to its coaching program.
Like her colleague Yvette Santana,
Ms. Santiago is a native New Yorker,
having been born in Queens. She
attended Wesleyan University where
she was awarded her bachelor’s degree
in Latin American Studies and
Government. Law school may be in her
future, as she is interested in interna-

tional law. When asked how her back-
ground brought her to the National
Puerto Rican Forum and Maestros
Excelentes, Ms. Santiago replied with-
out hesitation, “I have always been
interested in community service.
What better way to help uplift a com-
munity than through education?”

Maestros Excelentes at Touro
College meets four times a week,
Monday through Thursday. As with
the first cohort, each two-hour ses-
sion at Touro College’s main campus
runs from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. The sec-
ond cohort began on Monday,
November 17, 2003, and ended on
Thursday, February 12, 2004.
Cohort participants were eligible for
the February 14 state exams. Results
of those exams will appear in a
future edition of the Touro College
Education Chronicle.

For more information about
Maestros Excelentes at Touro College,
contact Ms. Yvette Santana or Mr.
Francesco Najera at the National
Puerto Rican Forum, 329 East 149th
Street, Bronx, NY 10451, at 646-328-
4536/4537, or visit their web site at
www.nprf.org/maestros/maestros.html.

TESOL Director Lectures in Dublin

r. Roslyn Haber, Chair of the
Master of Science in
Teaching English to Speakers
of Other Languages and
Bilingual Advanced Certificate
Programs, spent her Thanksgiving hol-
iday in Dublin, Ireland; but it was no
vacation. Dr. Haber was the keynote
speaker at Ireland’s National
Conference on Bilingual Education.
She presented a paper on “Current
Trends and Issues in Bilingual
Education.” She also shared with the

more than 100 educators from
Northern and Southern Ireland the
Graduate Division’s Master’s program
content with an emphasis on super-
vised multilevel practicum experience.

During her visit, Dr. Haber met with
Dr. John Harris, (pictured), Director of
National Ling-uistic Institute of
Ireland, and Moira Leydon, Assistant
General Secretary for the Teachers
Union for all of Ireland, who is also
responsible for curriculum develop-
ment. Two distinguished participants
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Dr. Roslyn Haber with John
Harris, Director of the National
Linguistic Institute of Ireland.

/



of the conference were Drs. Hughes
and Vogel from the Center of
Language and Communication
Studies, Trinity College, University of
Dublin. Dr. Haber engaged in a lively
discussion with the two gentlemen on
the topic of theories and approaches
to second language acquisition.

In addition to the conference in
Ireland, Dr. Haber has lectured in
Austria, China, England, France,
Germany, Hungry, Italy, Spain, and.
Sweden. As a result, she has formed
many professional education-
al alliances around the world.
Recognized internationally as an

expert on bilingual education, she
plans to attend and present at more
international conferences. She also
plans to use her international partner-
ships to continue lecturing as well as
to conduct research that will explore
the challenges of second language
acquisition in our global society.

Graduate Division on the Move

Dean Anthony J. Polemeni is pleased to announce that the School of Education & Psychology
Graduate Division has moved to larger more modern offices. Our new address is:

43 West 23rd Street, Third Floor, New York, NY 11010. Our general telephone number is
212-463-0400, ext. 790. Individual staff extensions are listed below for your convenience.

DIRECTORY

Office of the Dean

Anthony J. Polemeni, Ph.D., Dean, ext. 784

Yuriy V. Karpov, Ph.D., Associate Dean, ext. 200

Nicholas A. Aiello, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Education &
Communication, ext. 786

George Cohen, Ph.D., Professor of Education, ext. 679

Robert F. Laub, Director, Children’s Health Education Foundation, ext. 791
Stephen Phillips, Director of Education, Children’s Health Education
Foundation, ext. 793

Barbara Tubertini, Director, The Touro Center for Professional
Studies, ext. 361

Jeffrey Wice, Esq., Director, Jewish Lawyers Forum, ext. 299

Hal Wicke, Coordinator, The Communication Institute, ext. 595
Jacqueline Olivo, Office Manager, ext. 777

Myrna Colon, Administrative Assistant to the Dean, ext. 295

Uzma Bashir, Administrative Assistant, ext. 653

Lon Mayers, Administrative Assistant, ext. 790

Mary Cahir, Intern, ext. 358

Michelle Faroul, /ntern, ext. 295

MS in Education and Special Education Programs

Ronald Lehrer, Ph.D., Chair, ext. 797

Lorli Dima ala, Deputy Chair, Manhattan, ext. 554

Joel Haravay, Deputy Chair, Brooklyn, ext. 374

Nicholas Mor, Assistant to the Deputy Chair, Brooklyn, ext. 373
Carolyn White, Deputy Chair, Bay Shore, Long Island, 631-664-1600
Yevgeniya Barsukova, Administrative Assistant, ext. 797

Lisa Fuller, Administrative Assistant, ext. ext. 431

MS in School Administration and Supervision Programs
Nilda Soto Ruiz, Ph.D., Chair, ext. 293

Arthur H. Avedon, Assistant Chair, ext. 279

Pascale Caddous-Elghanayan, Assistant to the Chair, ext. 796
Mulunesh Bahta, Administrative Assistant, ext. 292

Nancy Miller, Transfer Credits Officer, ext. 292
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MS in School Psychology Program

Melvin Imas, Ph.D., Chair, ext. 552

Steven Mantz, Assistant to the Chair, ext. 751

Yair Maman, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Education, ext. 359

MS in Teaching Literacy Program
Elaine Nikolakakos, Chair, ext. 327
Katya Lis, Assistant to the Chair, ext. 296

MS in Teaching English to Speakers of Other
Languages/Bilingual Advanced Certificate Programs
Roslyn A. Haber, Ph.D., Chair, ext. 779

Karina Azarkina, Administrative Assistant, ext. 372

Merri Fogel, Program Developer, ext. 362

Marion Gross, Program Developer, ext. 363

CITE Program

M. Joseph Dougherty, Ph.D., Chair, ext. 317
Michael Dougherty Ill, Coordinator, ext. 317

Brian Heffernan, Administrative Assistant, ext. 287
Christin Makhlouf, Administrative Assistant, ext. 287

Office of the Bursar

Charles Harriott, Assistant to the Bursar, ext. 297
Duane Joseph, Assistant to the Bursar, ext. 370
James Miller, Assistant to the Bursar, ext. 307
Maribel Rodriguez, Assistant to the Bursar, ext. 294

Office of the Registrar
Reinavette Ortiz, Assistant to the Registrar, ext. 371
Virginia Seda, Assistant to the Registrar, ext. 597

Office of Financial Aid
Vanessa Criollo, Assistant to the Financial Officer, ext. 324
Jenise Hernandez, Assistant to the Financial Officer, ext. 291



Attention GSEP Graduates:
Alumni News is coming!

he School of
Education and
Psychology
Graduate
Division is seeking
information about its
graduates for publica-
tion in the Education
Chronicle. Alumni
News will be a regular
feature of the newslet-

ter and will provide our
alumni with a forum to
highlight their accom-
plishments, honors,
recent publica‘tions,
and awards. Share your
achievements with fel-
low Touro College
alumni as well as mem-
bers of the larger edu-
cation community by

faxing a brief descrip-
tion of your profession-
al life after Touro
College to Dr. Nicholas
A. Aiello, Editor, Touro
College Education
Chronicle, at 212-462-
4889. If you wish, you
may e-mail Dr. Aiello
at naiello(@touro.edu.
Thank you.
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