
Introduction

English language learners are the fastest growing student population in 

the United Statesô schools, yet it continues to be a struggle getting 

these students to a proficient level in English as well as other academic 

content areas. These students at any level in school are at a 

disadvantage compared to their peers whomare native English 

speakers. Some ELD programs that are developed to instruct and 

provide scaffolds for these learners are not taking into accountthe 

engagement and motivation factor of learning. This leaves teachers 

with the need to supplement material that has been adopted by the 

district in order to fill the missing pieces. 

Students in the 21st century are learning in different ways not 

previously explored. They are programmed for immediate stimulation 

by means of technology, not paper and pencil technology, but 

electronic technology. They engage themselves at home with this 

technology such as tablets, computers, iPhones, etc., therefore seems 

like the most natural and effective choice for engaging students at 

school. It is important to understand how these students learn best by 

combining research that explains how ELLs acquire a second 

language, with more recent research that delves into how students in 

the 21st century obtain information and learn in the digital world. 

Project Outcomes

Due to the fact thatEnglish language learners require additional 

support and practice in acquiring content knowledge in a meaningful 

and engaging manner, this project was intended to develop

1. a public website for elementary teachers to use as a resource for 

a technology based supplemental tool to aide ELLs in practicing 

content in meaningful and engaging ways.

2. a list of iPad Applications that were researched based on criteria 

that would be conducive to effective ELL strategies that additionally 

correlate to one or more California (CA) ELD standards.

The website contains the CA ELD standards for all elementary 

grades and can be easily obtained by clicking on the grade level that 

the educator is intending to inquire about. There are ten iPad Apps that 

listed and include information that educators may want to know such 

as: App symbol, App name, price, description, suggestions for using, 

and CA ELD standards that could correlate. The literature reviewed 

confirmed that ELLs learn best when there is cooperative learning and 

when the material is engaging and meaningful. Additionally, in a 21st 

century learning environment, the use of technology becomes a vital 

component.

Figure 4. California English Language Development Standards

Part 1: Interacting in Meaningful Ways

Technology

A growing engagement tool in the 21st century, not only in education 

but in every facet of life is technology. According to 

www.internetworldstats.com, in 2014 United States of America had 

277,203,314 (87.7%) people utilizing the Internet, and Worldwide 

3,035,749,340 (42.3%) people. Technology is one of three categories 

that schools spend common core funds on. In the 2013-2014 state 

budget, the California legislature allocated $1.25 billion-approximately 

$200 per student-in one-time state funding to implement the CCSS 

across every district in the state. 

With this technology integration, there are endless possibilities in 

utilizing it to engage students. The Common SenseMedia Survey of 

Educators 2013, overwhelmingly had teachers that supported utilizing 

technology in the classroom: 96% agree that educational technology 

increases student engagement in learning and 95% agree in enables 

personalized learning. Technology has made things possible that never 

beforewere and has changed the way learning takes place. 

Criteria used for Apps considered to utilize for project:

Easy to use-Teacher and Student friendly

Ability to get more difficult as student progresses (varying levels)

Meets one or more CA ELD standards

Engaging activities

Individual and/or cooperative tasks

Cost-free or reasonable

Figure 3. Apps for ELLs on www.apps4ells.weebly.com

Conclusions

Students whose first language is something other than English 

continue to enter the U.S. public school system. These students, at any 

level in their schooling are immediately at a disadvantage, while they 

navigate and explore their new surroundings. They are held to the 

same stringent standards as their native English speakingpeers. The 

demand on teachers to support these students in achieving proficiency 

is a huge undertaking. Often, teachers lack appropriate training in 

English Language Development and are stuck with district adopted 

curriculum that falls short of engaging and motivating these learners. 

Student engagement is a significant predictor of academic 

achievement and social success (Harbouret al, 2015). Engagement not 

only refers to attention, but encompasses curiosity, interest, optimism, 

and passion. Teachers play a key role in creating opportunities and an 

environment where students are truly engaged in meaningful learning. 

The way these students are learning and obtaining knowledge has 

changed significantly with the turn of the century. Additionally, the 

way educators are teaching these 21st century learners has also 

changed. Technology has provided the immediate, relevant and 

engaging factors that these digital natives, Prensky(2001), expect. 

Incorporating technology in the classroom can be an effective 

means to supporting ELLs with practice and reinforcing difficult 

concepts in an individualized and non-threatening way. Partnered with 

proven ELL strategies, technology provides the supplemental 

component needed to guide these students to academic success through 

engaging and meaningful learning. 
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English Language Learners: Switching on Engagement Through Technology

Statistics

English learners are a significant portion of California public school 

students:

The 1,413,549 English learners constitute 22.7 percent of the total 

enrollment in California public schools.

A total of 2,685,793 students speak a language other than English 

in their homes. This number represents about 43.1 percent of the state's 

public schoolenrollment.

The majority ofEnglish learners (73 percent) are enrolled in the 

elementary grades,kindergarten through grade six. The rest (27 

percent) are enrolled in the secondary grades, seven through twelve, 

and in the ungraded category.

Although English learner data are collected for 60 language groups, 95 

percent speak one of the top ten languages in the state:

Figure 1. Percent of students for each of the  top 10 languages spoken

A large achievement gap exists between EL and non-EL students.

Figure 2. Percent of Students 

Scoring Proficient or Above

on 2005 STAR English 

Language Arts Test
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